CITY OF MILFORD
NOTICE OF ORDINANCE ADOPTION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN the following ordinance was adopted by City Council during their
regular meeting held on February 14, 2022:

ORDINANCE 2022-10
Chapter 68 VOTER REGISTRATION

WHEREAS:
The Code of the City of Milford is hereby amended to rescind Chapter 68 Voter Registration in its
entirety;
This will eliminate the need for qualified residents to register at Milford City Hall and will updated
the registration process to align with Delaware Code Title 15-Elections Chapter 75 Municipal
Elections;
Delaware Code Title 22-Municipalities Chapter 8 home Rule, enacted in December 1961, prohibits a
municipality that permits nonresident persons to vote in a municipal election from eliminating or
limiting the right of nonresident persons to vote;
This ordinance will incorporate the desire of the City Council to utilize the Delaware Department of
Elections’ voter registration system, beginning with the Annual 2022 Municipal Election and
continue with a separate registration for qualified non-resident property owners as was ratified in
July 2010.
The language that currently exists in Chapter 68 will be rescinded (strikethrough) and replaced with
the new text shown in italics.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY OF MILFORD:

Section 1.
Amends Chapter 68 Voter Registration by rescinding each section and subsection in their entirety, and
replacing with new language, shown in italics as follows.

Section 2. The title of Chapter 68 Voter Registration will remain unchanged.

Section 68-1. Registration.

Except as provided in the City of Milford Charter and Chapter 68 of the City of Milford Code, the
registration of voters in the city shall be governed by and conducted in accordance with the provisions
of Title 15 of the Delaware Code.

Section 68-2. Qualifications.

A. Resident of the City

A resident of the City of Milford, to qualify to register, shall be a citizen of the United States, shall have
been a resident of the city for a period of 30 days prior to the registration deadline and shall be 18 years
of age or older prior to the date of election.

B. Non-Resident of the City

A non-resident of the City of Milford, to qualify to register, shall be a citizen of the United States, shall
own real property within the City of Milford at least 30 days prior to the registration deadline and shall
be 18 years of age or older prior to the date of the election.

C. Legally Created Entities

A Corporation, Partnership, Limited Partnership or other legally created entity is prohibited from
registering and voting as a non-resident property owner unless the property within the City is titled in
an individual name.

Section 68-3. Procedure.



The City of Milford Annual Municipal Election must be conducted under Subchapters IV and V, Chapter
75 of Title 15 of the Delaware Code.

Section 68-4. Requirements.

No person shall vote, or be allowed to vote, in any City of Milford Municipal or Special Election to fill
the vacancy of an elected official, or at a referendum, unless such person is properly registered to vote
for state elections in accordance with Title 15 of the Delaware Code, remains a permanent resident
within the jurisdiction of the City of Milford (15 Del. C. § 1101 et seq.), or is otherwise qualified to vote
as required in Article I and Article II of the City of Milford Charter.

Section 68-5. Voter Identification and Signature.

Persons appearing to vote shall present proof of identity and address. Once determined eligible, voter
shall print their legal name, address, ward number and record their signature on the appropriate
election document prior to voting.

Section 68-6. Transfer of registration records.

A.  When the boundaries of an election ward are changed, the City Clerk shall cause to have
transferred the permanent registration records of registered voters whose voting wards have been
changed into the appropriate election ward record. Each registrant shall be notified of the transfer
by regular mail.

B.  The registration of any voter shall not be invalidated nor shall the right of any registered voter to
vote be prejudiced by any error in making transfers of the registration records.

Section 68-7. Registration deadlines.

A.  Regular elections. In accordance with 15 Del. C. § 7550(d) the City Clerk shall close all
registration records 30 days prior to the date of the regular election. Resident voters defined in
Section 68-2(A) shall be required to have properly registered with the Department of Elections to
be permitted to vote at the following regular election. Non-resident voters as defined in Section 68-
2(B) shall be required to have registered with the City Clerk of the City of Milford to vote at the
following regular election.

B.  Special elections. In accordance with 15 Del. C. § 2037 and § 7550(d), the city clerk shall close
the registration records 10 days prior to the date of a special election and only those voters
properly registered at that time shall be entitled to vote at the following special election. If the
deadline falls on a Saturday, Sunday or holiday, the deadline shall be the next day that is not a
Saturday, Sunday, or holiday.

C.  The registration records of the city shall remain closed until the day after the regular or special
election.

Section 68-8. Custodian of registration records.
The City Clerk shall be the custodian of the permanent registration records. The removal of registration
records from City Hall shall be done only with the express consent of the City Clerk.

Section 3.

Dates.

Introduction: January 24, 2022
Adoption: February 14. 2022
Effective: February 28, 2022

Refer to Section 1. (Rescind):










A complete copy of the Code of the City of Milford is available by request through the City Clerk’s
office at cityclerk@milford-de.gov or by accessing the city website at www.cityofmilford.com.
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